
 

July 6, 2021 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact Janani Ramachandran directly at Janani@JananiforCA.com to schedule 

an interview. 

  

Formal Complaint Details How California Democratic Party 

Endorsement Process Ignored Conflict of Interest Rules, Allegations of 

Forgery and Suppressed Votes in the AD18 Endorsement Race 

  

Alameda County, CA - A formal complaint filed by Janani Ramachandran’s 

campaign today with the California Democratic Party challenges the numerous 

irregularities in the party’s rushed endorsement vote over the holiday 

weekend, including clear violations of the party’s own conflict of interest rules 

and allowing delegates who have been accused of forgery to cast ballots 

without first investigating those serious allegations.   

  

“When the Republican Party works to suppress votes – we rightly cry foul. 

When the Democratic Party adopts a voting process that by definition denies 

full access – we should raise our voices as one to speak out for a fair and just 

voting process,” said progressive Democrat Janani Ramachandran, who is 

challenging the corporate Democrat Mia Bonta in the special election to fill the 

vacancy in California’s 18th Assembly District. 

  

Early Friday evening on July 2nd, the California Democratic Party called a last-

minute endorsement vote to be held on a national holiday barely 72 hours 

later, a clear violation of the party’s own rules. Because the vote was rushed 

without due process and fairness to both sides, delegates did not have time to 

consider vital issues, including: 

  

Why members of the Bonta campaign – including Mia Bonta and her mother – 

who have publicly been accused of forging a signature in the most 

mailto:Janani@JananiforCA.com
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/31986611/294361187/1577997650?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMzAvMS84OTc1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJhZWQwZWNhYy1hZWRlLWViMTEtYTdhZC01MDFhYzU3YjhmYTciLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIm1vcm5pbmdyZXBvcnRAY2FwaXRvbG1yLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=rem3UlOzpBU-oUxcivh4RRyuRlS0-N1-M8K2HiQKLdk=&emci=05c764a7-a7de-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=aed0ecac-aede-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=18889840
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/31986610/294361186/-489019314?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMzAvMS84OTc1MyIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICJhZWQwZWNhYy1hZWRlLWViMTEtYTdhZC01MDFhYzU3YjhmYTciLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIm1vcm5pbmdyZXBvcnRAY2FwaXRvbG1yLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=rem3UlOzpBU-oUxcivh4RRyuRlS0-N1-M8K2HiQKLdk=&emci=05c764a7-a7de-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=aed0ecac-aede-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=18889840


recent party endorsement process were allowed to vote before the 

allegations were investigated. 

  

How Rob Bonta violated the party’s own rules against conflict of interest while 

campaigning for his family member without disclosing his financial interests, 

as he is required to do. 

  

If Rob Bonta’s last-minute packing of the endorsing body with family members 

and staff violates the party’s own rules or other regulations on self-dealing and 

conflict of interest.  

       

The Attorney General's conduct appears to be a clear violation of CDP bylaws, 

particularly the rules regarding disclosing conflicts of interest and self-dealing. 

See CDP Bylaws Art. VII, § 2(a)(2); Art. II § 12(c). 

       

Up until the endorsement vote, Rob Bonta pressured delegates to vote for Mia 

Bonta without disclosing his direct financial material interest in the matter. The 

CDP bylaws state that when communicating with other committee members – 

including through written digital communication – anyone with a material 

financial interest in advocating for or against a candidate must disclose their 

conflict interest, including spouses and staff.  

      

In the run-up to the vote, Rob Bonta appointed multiple members of his own 

family and one of Mia Bonta’s campaign staffers as delegates – also raising 

significant issues of conflict of interest. 

  

The formal motion to appeal the flawed vote details numerous other 

irregularities and apparent violations of law, including the Americans with 

Disabilities Act and other irregularities that saw delegates denied the right to 

vote. 

  

“The party violated its own rules by rushing a vote without notice over a 

holiday weekend. But much more importantly, this rush to elevate Mia Bonta 

prevented a fair and thorough discussion of the serious allegations of forgery 

and what appear to be clear violations of conflict of interest rules. Democrats 

should be the party of fairness – not voter suppression and refusal to address 

charges of corruption and self-dealing. We are asking them to stop, investigate 

and get it right,” said Ramachandran, who was formerly an Oakland Public 

Ethics Commissioner. 
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Bylaws referenced above, via the California Democratic Party State Central 

Committee Bylaws. Full text available here.  

  

Article II. Section 12. CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE 

  

A member of This Committee must disclose to other Members of This 

Committee while addressing a Convention, Executive Board Meeting, 

or through written disclosure when communicating through mail, e-

mail, or other digital communication, primarily directed towards 

members of This Committee, that said member, the spouse of the 

member, or the domestic partner of the member has a material 

financial interest in advocating for or against a candidate for State or 

Federal Office or one or more state initiatives if said oral or written 

communication relates to the material financial interest. 

  

For purposes of this section, a “financial interest in advocating for or 

against a candidate or one or more state initiatives exists when the 

member or the spouse/domestic partner of the member: 

  

(1) is a candidate for the public office under consideration; or, 

  

(2) is a paid employee or independent contractor of a political 

committee or owner, paid employee or independent contractor of a 

consulting firm which is taking a position for or against one or more 

candidates or state initiatives under consideration; or 

  

(3) is an employee who serves or works in paid employment at the 

pleasure of a person standing for election to the office under 

consideration; provided, however, that nothing in this rule shall 

require any person serving on a nonsalaried basis as an appointee to a 

public panel, board or commission to make such disclosure; or 

  

(4) otherwise receives monetary compensation for the purposes of 

taking a position for or against one or more candidates or state 

initiatives under consideration. 

  

A financial interest is “material” when it has a value of $1,000 or more 

in a calendar year. 
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Disclosure shall be accomplished by stating verbally, when speaking, 

or in the communication itself when doing so through mail, e-mail, or 

other digital communication, primarily directed towards members of  

  

This Committee, the material financial interest the member of This 

Committee has in the candidates or state initiatives 

under consideration. 

  

The formal complaint can be read in full below:  
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Janani for State Assembly  
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